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Tli£ feian 

Htr«tory Archives 


All are eccessible to visitors. 


Archives of the Archives 

correspondence, articles' writtenabout* 36 " 3 ° f ^ Lesbian Herstor y Archives. These files include all of our 

activities so thSc^ and preserve records of Lesbian lives and 

gathering this material will uncover and coHecfour hersto^ dS ^ f ° their lives ' The P rocess of 

interests of the culture which they serve. We win beSe to anaE PreV '° USly by Patriarchal historians in the 
hope the existence of the Archives will encourage TJSta** LeSbia " ex P erience : we also 
herstory. urage LesDians to record their experiences in order to formulate our living 


magazine, journals, news clippings (from establShment FeminTst T h expenences of Lesbians: books, 
information, tapes, films, diaries, oral histories^poefi^ and nm« h ! rlesb,an media >- bibliographies, photos, historical 
posters, graphics and other memorabilia ’ P ^ d P ’ bl °9 ra P hies . autobiographies, notices of events 


practices. They'are*inc^isivebarfd noTinstitft^ 6 ? ra ^' Cal de P artu re from conventional archival 
history, to housing the past alona with the r6Veal the Archives ' commitment to livinc 

Archives are: P 9 W ' th the present Amon 9 the ba *ic principles guiding the ~ 


political, or sexual 

use or inclusion ° f the C °" eCtl0n; race and class must be no barrier fc 

by definition closed to ma^ywomen.^ COmmun,ty ' not on an academic campus that is 

ArtfiivaTskrtls shall he> ^ P ° litical stru 99 ,es of al1 Lesbians, 

elitism of trad^nal archives ' °” 9e " erafo " ° f USbianS a "° ther ‘ «» 

Funding NK Sh0Uld Share in the work of the Archives. 

from outside sources^* ^ W ' th ' n the communities the Archives serves, rather than 
Th! ™m m unity should share in the work of the Archives 

home rath^than ,Mn » h * S ° that » wi " be someone's 

The Archives will never be sold nor will its contents be divided. 
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Individuals 

'i 

Edmonia Lewis (sculptor) 1843-1909 
Angelina Weld Grimke (educator,poet) 1880-1958 
Bessie Smith (singer) 1894-1937 
Gladys Bentley (performer) 1920s 

"Moms Mabley" Loretta Mary Aiken ( Performer )1894-1975 
Mabel Hampton (singer, domestic worker, activist) 1902-19 9 
Lillian Foster (garment worker) 1904-1979 
Josephine Baker 1906-1975 

Lorraine Hansberry (playwright) 1930-1965 
Annie Lee Grant,aka Jim Grant (passing woman) 

Hazel Crawford, d. (poet) 

Cheryl Clarke (poet) 

Audre Lorde (poet) 

Deirdre McCalla (musician) 

Pamela Robinson (student) 

Jewelle Gomez (poet) 

Wilmette Brown (poet,organizer) 

Barbara Smith (writer) 

Gwendolyn Rodgers (organizer) 

Linda Brown (poet) 

Cara Vaugn (graphic designer) 

Robin Christian (poet) 

Jaye Austin-Williams (writer) 

Dorothy Randall Gray (poet,performer) 

Karen Hamilton (performer) 

Linda Tillery (musician) 

E. Kitchchilds (psychologist) 

Cheryl Boyce-Taylor (writer) 

Edwina Tyler (drummer) 

Jasmine (artist) 

Hilary Kay (musician) 

Gwen Avery (musician) 

Lynette Johnson (poet) 

Jacquie Bishop (poet, producer) 

Ayofemie Stowe (writer) 

Anita Cornwall (writer) 

Lorraine Currelley (performer) 

Combahee River Collective 
Andrea Canaan (writer) ‘ 

Michelle Parkerson (film maker) 

Gwendolyn Hardwick (performer) 
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Luvenia Pinson (organizer) 
Maua Flowers (organizer) 
Pat Parker (poet)1944-1989 
Sabrina Sojourner (writer) 
Midgett (writer) . 

Mary Watkins (musician) 
Live Oak Woman (witch) 

Rev. Magora E. Kennedy ^ 


Joyce Hunter (organizer) 

Irare Sabasu (poet) . . v .. 

Ann Allen Shockley (writer, librarian) > 
Michelle Cliff (poet) 

Red Arobateau (writer) 

Pat Suncircle (writer) 

Gloria Hull (writer,historian) 

June Jordan (poet, organizer) 

Terri Jewell (poet) 

Julie Blackwomon (writer) 

E. Sharon Goraillion (poet) 

Jemima Writers Collective (1977) 
Margaret Sloan (organizer) 

Georgia Brooks.(organizer) 

Arisa Reed (dancer) 1957-1986 
Linda Hopkins 
Linda McKinney (artist) 

Alexis De Veaux (writer) 

Flying Cloud (writer) 

Renee McCoy (minister) 

Joan Gibbs (writer,lawyer) 

Betty Powell (organizer) 

Stephanie Byrd (poet) . * 

Marilyn Isabell (ex-prisoner,organizer) 
Lea Hopkins (writer,poet) 

Becky Birtha (writer) 

Sapphire 
Storme Webber 
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to Black Resource; 
1948-1986 
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for research in black culture 


of THE NPW - , RK PUBLIC library 





Inc 

9 9 2 


ROO 








<\SL r . 
A 





















ll*1^*1 and feefom 


roe our sisters- 


Fuck Harvard! 
Fuck Yale! 


uet the Panthers 
Out of jail* 
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WOMAN 
WHO LIVED 
AS A MAN 
FOR 15 YEARS 

Courtroom striptease bares 
true sex of Mississippi male 

INTO THE SMALL, bare office of the mayor 
of Kosciusko, Mississippi, a policeman 
walked with a husky prisoner. The mayor, 
who also acts as city judge in the town of 
10,000, asked in a matter-of-fact routine in¬ 
quiry what the charges were. He was in¬ 
formed the Negro had been driving with im¬ 
proper lights and a pint of whiskey had been 
found in the car. Then the policeman told 
Mayor T. V. Rone something that made him 
sit up suddenly in his straight-back chair: 

“When I tried to search him, he protested 
and told me: ‘Take it easy, I’m a woman.’ ” 
The mayor promptly took up the interroga¬ 
tion of the prisoner, who claimed he was not 
James McHarris as listed on his license but 
really a woman named Annie Lee Grant. 

The mayor slowly chose his words and told 
the prisoner: “Annie Lee, if you want to prove 
to me you’re a woman you can do it. But you 
don’t have to unless you want to.” 

While bug-eyed police and the mayor 
waited in tense silence, the prisoner walked 
to a closet, discarded shirt, pants and male 
underwear. The police crowded in closer, 
strained their necks and jockeyed for position. 
When Jim walked out almost completely nude, 
what they saw made their mouths pop open: 
the man Jim McHarris long known in town as 
a hard-working laborer as well as a “mighty 
tough man with the ladies” was no man at 
all, but a fully-developed, big-breasted woman. 

One of the strangest courtroom scenes in 
American legal history was quickly culmi¬ 
nated when Mayor Rone hurriedly fined the 
defendant $100 or 30 days in jail. The word 
of the sensational unmasking of Jim McHarris 
quickly got around Kosciusko and jarred the 
quiet small town. 

Especially upset were several women who 
had been girl friends of Jim McHarris, now 
revealed to be Annie Lee Grant. One woman 
admitted regularly receiving money from Jim, 
when “she” was working as a man on a 
Memphis barge line. Jim called the woman 
his wife.” Before "his” exposure, Jim had 
been engaged to marry a high school girl. 

To get the incredible story of the girl that 
was Annie Lee Grant and the woman called 
Jim, EBONY went to Kosciusko, Miss., inter¬ 
viewed scores of persons and heard Jim’s de¬ 
fiant declaration that she intends to remain a 
man in what she believes is a man’s world. 








typical masculine gesture on front 
as a man, off and on, most of my 1 


Lea Grant, alias Jim McHarris, lights cigarette in 
as a man in Kosciusko. Says she: ‘Tve posed 


Continued on Next Page 
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[l<* . Baker, Dorothy. Yeung Man with a H orn . Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1938. , . 

explicit, the relationship between Josephine Jordan, rising youn* 
Blac.. singer fron - i arlem and wealthy, upper class Amy North is of interest? 

An interracial novel sat in the prohibition and jazz era of the 1920s. 
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WE DID IT ! ! 
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Black women and white women can and 
must work together for their liber¬ 
ation. A women's liberation move¬ 
ment that does not liberate the 
most oppressed element is not worthy 
of the name. 

Historically, black women in America 
have been the chief victims of the 
idea that to be black is to be ugly 
and evil. In a culture whose female 
is supposed to embody beautiful and 
spiritual values, the black women has 
been represented as coarse in looks 
and animal-like in her sensuality. 

The black civil rights movement of 
sixties, with its growing militancy 
and heightened sense of group power 
has generated a rejection of the self- 
loathing projected onto black people 
-in America. Black is beautiful. Black 
Co at i i mat on c 3 
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WOMEN WHO 

PASS 

FOR MEN 



For 30 years, a hefty Mississippi woman lived as a man. 
sternly bossing a 10-acre farm and caring for an attrac¬ 
tive, cream-colored “wife” and her daughter by a previ¬ 
ous marriage. When the “man” died two years ago. in 
amazed undertaker discovered that Fete Bell was rrally 
a woman. . 

At the wife’s request* the masquerade was hushed an* 
the burial certificate listed no sex. The widow expUh^j 
that her husband was an unwanted child who adn F 
mannish poses and attitudes in order to please • »* •• 
who wanted a male heir. Incredulous citizens in " 
small town pooh-poohed the report, claiming, oai 
just couldn’t have fooled me.” ^ 

The deception which characterized Pete 
mirrors the problems of hundreds wo ™ r ” J* 
trapped in the half-shadow, no-man’i land of u* ^ 


woman. Despised by society, they travel an uncharted 
road which often leads to a jail cell. 

Very often the masquerade is only uncovered by an 
accident or a necessary visit to a doctor. After an auto¬ 
mobile accident, Cincinnati doctors discovered that 
“Charlie Harris”—who had posed as a man for 45 years 
—was a woman. Harris’ true sex was revealed to a wom¬ 
an who knew her as her stepfather. Mrs. Ida Belle Redd 
said Harris (who died recently in Cincinnati at the age 
of 107) married her mother in 1902. 

At the other end of the spectrum are part-time men: 
women who for various reasons reject feminine roles and, 
while retaining female trappings, compete with men for 
Jobs—and other women. These “sometime women” feel 
contempt for girlish pursuits. Some are athletic women; 
others intellectual or executive types. 

One of these is a famous Harlem woman executive, at¬ 
tractive and youngish, who rejected femininity for a 
manlike existence. She attends stag parties, takes an 
ictive part in jokes aimed at “silly, gullible” women. Her 
constant companion is an attractive secretary who shares 
ter lavish, one-bedroom apartment. *. 

Problems posed by man-like women are so deep that 
the public has hardly be¬ 
rm to understand them. 

Doctors and psychiatrists 
*re co-ordinating their 
York In the light of new 
P»ycho-sexual findings. 

Jhclr research indicates 
that operations and psy- 
'hUtric treatment can free 
**ny women of maleness 
£***<! by an Imbalance of 
o’-ale and male hormones. 

<*hcr cases may prove 
difficult, although ex- 
psychiatric treat- 
may cure those whose 



Leatrice Calloway killed her 
female sweetheart. 
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: Maya Angelou^writes about growing up in Arkansas, her life as a Black woman’in 
a white world. In chapter 35? Maya reveals girlhood confusions and fears about 
being lesbian, later proving her ^normality by engaging in heterosex and becom¬ 
ing pregnant. Illustrates lesbian myths and attitudes among Blacks. 





^2 ('oc-f Is; ip 0 j ■ r Y 


A£ hr<JLhVo l 







hi 


Bridegroom’ Pcachca hugs new bride 
after ceremony. 

Two Females ‘Married’ In 
- Chicago—To Each Ollier 

Two women, Edna Knowles and 
Peaches Stevens, wore wed in Liz's 
Mark III Lounge, a pay bar on 
Chicago's South Side, before a 
host of friends and well-wishers. 
Liz Skinner, proprietor of the 
Jounpe. said Edna, “bride." and 
Peaches, “proom." had joked of 
pettinp married, but recently de¬ 
cided they would, in fact, wed and 
hold their ceremony at the Mark 
IILvCThe new Mrs. Stevens told Jet 
her mother-in-law was, at first, re¬ 
luctant to sanction the niarriape 
but now pivos her blessings to the 
couple. The Illinois attoi *ney pen- 
oral’s olfiee explained to Jet that 
there is no state statute that 
cither bans or sanctions surh mnr- 
riapes. Althouph the duo has a 
type of “marriage license” in their 
possession, the state’s official mar- 
nape license bureau reported it 
has no record of their license. 
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Jii slier Depl. OlTirials To 
Visit Hlaek (!ollo«rrs To ‘Hap’ 

Four predominantly Black col¬ 
leges and universities will In* in¬ 
cluded in a U. S. Justice Dept, tour 
of fit college campuses. Justice 
Dept, officials, including IJ. S. Atty. 
Cen. John N. Mitchell, hope to im¬ 
prove communications between 
students and federal law enforce¬ 
ment officials by the series of col¬ 
lege campus meetings. During Oc¬ 
tober and November Justice Dept, 
officials will tour campuses in .‘52 
states and the District of Colum¬ 
bia. including Black colleges Texas 
Southern, Howard, Atlanta (fia.) 
universities and Morgan State Col¬ 
lege. 

Mitchell, in n letter to college 
heads, said, “. . . The Justice 
Dept.’s areas of responsibility— 
such as law enforcement, civil 
rights and environmental quality 
are also subjects of deep interest 
to many younger Americans. For 
that reason we are planning a se¬ 
ries of visits to representative 
campuses in which top officials of 
the department can meet inform¬ 
ally with interested students . . .’’ 

Mixnl Marriage* Sour 

The state of Maryland ended its 
fiOfi-year-old anti-miscegenation 
law, and within 19 months follow¬ 
ing its abolition interracial mar¬ 
riages totaled 512. During that 
same time span, Sidney M. Nor¬ 
ton, director of the Health Depart¬ 
ment’s Bureau of Vital Records, 
said one out of every lfid mar¬ 
riages in the state was interracial. 
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Howard Hires Senior As 
Wriler-I ii-Hesiilenee 

A fast-ris¬ 
ing novelist- 
p I ay wri g h t, 
Olay (loss, a 
Howard Uni¬ 
versity senior, 
was hired as 
writer-in-resi¬ 
dence and i n - 

—.. striwtor of 

play wri ling at his school In Wash¬ 
ington, JJ. C. fJoss, 21, is author 
of Hill Pickett, lilark Pul l dogger, 
a novel for young readers soon 
to be released to school systems 
across the nation, published by 
Ilill and Wang and distributed by 
Random House. Last February, 
the Howard University Cultural 
Committee produced and financed 
the major production of the Goss 
creation, Horn crooking. Four of 
his plays were produced at Cor- 
doza High School in the Commu¬ 
nity Theatre Workshop in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. Goss served as 
director of a special drama work¬ 
shop that produced a television 
play last summer on a local sta¬ 
tion, WTOP-TV. The young scribe 
is married and has one daughter. 

Nixon’n Daughter Teaches 
Ai Moslly-Black School 

Julio Nixon Eisenhower began 
practice teaching in a predomi¬ 
nant ly-RIack Washington, D. C 
elementary school. The President's 
22-year-old daughter, taking grad¬ 
uate Studios at Catholic University 
to pot her teaching certificate, as¬ 
sists the regular second grade 
teacher at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
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. B o bb y and Joan were married 
in the Church of the Holy 
-Apostle, April 18, 1970 , Their 


wedding was covered by both 
and Post magarf-ne. The 

TQvn 7 4 Came in the April 19, 
1970 issue of Post. Jet. 

an article stitlng 
that these 2 women have j U3 t 

^mf rated - fchemselTes b y be- 
coming united. ^ 

Bobby and Joan reside in 
a small but attractive 
apartment in upper Manhattan. 

v?^ re ?^ nsly * their inter¬ 
view with me turned into a 
serious but unheated debate 
between each other. 

Joan: "Everyone that read 
the 1970 articles and 
saw the pictures, recog¬ 
nized Bobby, but were 6 
not too sure about me." 

They expected to get 
crank telephone calls but 

actually didn't get any 
accept for Joan's ex- 
husband. He called the 
very next-day to put in his 

Wien they were recognized 
on the street, people would 
say, a waiter in a restau¬ 
rant,) "That was a brave 

t0 d S'” Most would say. 

Be happy," or, "l' m g i ad ay » 

somebody brought it out," or 
How has married life been?" 

Bobby: "These have been 
mostly straight men. 

There have been no neg¬ 
ative remarks made, at 
least to our faces.” 

Joan: "They recognize HER 
but not me." 

■Bobby: "That's because I'm 

ouo«= di K tinguishab l e I 
b f caU3e I’m a 
Dutch and so short.” 

Joan: "Some people have 
■ thought that she is 
my son.” 

Bobby: ah " I, “ very short. 

That makes Joan look 

a Tr giant » she t s 

not. vr e work it out, 
though...” 9 

r m Th fy knew each other 

Ste/SK’' ST 

p > eddin S album, 

Bobby has written,' "Two 
wonderful days of’marUal 
bliss. We feel as if 
we've just begun again. 
f af ® el new with different 
and deeper insight being 
placed with-in our daily 
routine - WE are beautiful., 

Bobby: "We don't have dif¬ 
ferences. We do what 
has to be said, and 
that*s there is to 
it. We don f t argue 
much, we.have discus- 
signs. We had our 
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Page U November 1971 The Lavender Woman 

BLACK i 

BLACKLESBIAN I 

What have you got to offer us? You wonder 
where we are and we say right in front of you. 
You offer us psychological rhetoric and we 
give you feelings and emotions which you 
charge are loud and violent. You cry dry 
tears while we bleed. You like to watch us 
dance for you but you never ask us to dance 
with you. (You imaginc/think/fantacize we fuck 
better whi4h either keeps you on our backs or 
miles away. You assume we are mosly all dykes 
and the fern in us you try to butch. You use 
.our blackness as an excuse more than we do and 
•you never try to see the pain behind all our 
Slaughter. ) When you are around us you talk 
^ black and we find ourselves talking white and 
r\ you even come to our parties bringing a 1969 
^ Aretha Franklin record and when we confront 
you, you say we*re too powerful to deal with 
and you don't come to our neighborhood - after 
dark except in groups when your men have raped 
us (you too) for over 300 years. I can't call 
you my sister until you stop participating in 
my oppression. You can't have a struggle 
without all oppressed people—and black women, 
particularly black lesbians, have struggled 
harder than anyone. You need us and we can 
work and will work with you if only you accept 
us where we've been, where we are, where we 
come from. 


Margaret 


MY LIFE AS AN ADDICT 
by Ruby Watkins 


Well, my life started as an everyday working 
— whgn T w nnlri noma home fr om work. I 
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You hide from even me 
behind shiny black vinyl 
and big brassy zippers 


WOMEN’S STRIKE COALITION 
118 EAST 28th STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 
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OPPRESSION / RESISTANCE / LIBERATION 


[We wilis^ntlnue to demand our right to exist as productive, free, eoual, black 
gay beautiful' women. We are not for a second about to forgot that we are against 
racism, sexism, and heterosexual bias. T^re is a place for us in this society 
and we will proudly take it at all costs. ^ Even if it means breaking off from our 
so-called liberal white sistezs and brothers, so-called liberal gay sisters and 
brothers, so-called liberal black sisters and brothers. Get-it-together. because 
we are. 

—Elandria V # Henderson 
1971 
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The king then came in power, as it 
the governments duty to control the 










gay Tarsus 

Women’s 

Black 


liberation 



Gay liberation was born 
on June 2&, 1969 when Nww 
York police started to raid 
a gay bar in the west village, 
the Stonewall Inn. Gay .bars 
were frequently raided, 
especially around election 




time. Blit this time instead 
of submitting to the cops 
abuse, the gays fought back; 
pulling up parking meters 
and throwing rocks -*t the 
cops. 

There is friction among 
movements. The Gay Act¬ 
ivists Alliance claim they, 
are a one^isaue-organi- 
zation. GSA.TJ But. where 
does that leave women? 

\ Women f s liberation is often 

V geared for white women, so 
where: does that leave 
black women? Every move¬ 
ment today, the sit-ins, 
the'pray-ins, the march- 
ins, the protests..., they 
have ALL followed behind 
the black movement for 
equal recognition and 
power. 

Not a New Idea 

The women f s liberation 
movement is a revival of 
feminist activity and pr©>- 

✓ tests that began a3 early 
/as 1647. 

In colonial days, or 
the frontier, a sex-based 
division of labor did not 
imply difference in status 
and all work was: considered 
for the betterment of the 
community. But as communi¬ 
ties and homesteads became 
wealthy, differences 

based on sex- began to be¬ 
come both unequal and 
oppressive. 

During world war 1 and II, 
“When there was a .shortage of 
labor, this country was run'by 
women with well-paying jobs, 
opportunities for training and 
free child care eenters.. -When 
the war was over, however, it . 
became these women T s f patriotic 1 
duty to let GI T s take: over 
their jobs and go home to 
produce babys instead of machin 
ery. 

The early womens rights 
movement was made up of educated 
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lives and lifestyl e s' 





!• Albertson, Chris. Bessie. New York: 


Stein and Day, 1972; paperback ed. 197U. u 

Black e b^es°-41^ 0Sr f hy d00Ument3 the lesbianism of Bessie Smith and other 
r,-, a * „ et> * infers and performers of the 192Qs-T?30s, such as --la .—a 

^r^ S RuVs 1 ^^ im?SrS0nat0r - Includes P^to-Aloerts^l Z ed^f 

Lib-=ry of concerning Bessie Smith have been deposited at the 

Lio..ry of Congress wnere they are being transcribed. Also see entry . 
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Wi.B.F.O.j 


__ 

^^ftered together to 

-jron7»fl«V Thov orTMar^ nrr ftlA nnn/] .' Ait^nkUnU a'« .' 


‘YiWfr I^pMcaM 


£jQ_£a VfslCkttf^UD 


£<Mim.£, ~f 


: 'JfencwT.Theyfagged on the need to, establish ah'^ : ^Pge-,md-.|t^pMj^^j^^j 
vp^ahizatioii that would address the'specific needs T^^Almbst .everyb^y;a^e^u|’ f __ 
^^ffi^Black female who : is forced to-live-in a - ;ithe three. hom.worJ^op.reffiionshei 
society^that is both sexist and racist. Ihe^National '4»<>niing.and,ifterndon. Workshofjfto,.„ 
Blact^emi^t Organization emerged-pubUcly ^;t‘^ la dh -Feminist l and. the-TjaborMorcl 
-: ; August ; i5i 4 I073i : ' : ' : ' v . ' ; ' ; \*: -'•? 311(1 Welfare ,” “BlackFeminis 

;7'- Ihe'National Hack Feminist Organization - is': Pplitics,” “Sex Role Stereotyping an d 
addressing-itseir^to many issues, which include - /Child,” and “The ’ l vir>1ia ^ nnn»cims 


working towards ridding society of racism and T :Lesbian. ?V Florence . 

se^iir:'towards \Black women, -'•educating-. and ^Carolyn Reed, Diane Lacey, FaithB 
reaching out to Black women from all walksoffife/'/Oti 16 * Black women from different w 
in ; termsVof understanding what-feminism 1 Is:ittid “5®? workshop i^cnisiops^ 
how Relates to Black'woinenfencouD^^Bia^^^^C^® conference : went 
.women to come face to face with-.the reality of -i assessing, .analyzing and exploring Haclr feminist;•; 

- thek : B7rafah% helpn^ Btai w6mm:to'bMomt 

aware of tie fact, that they can uppade ; and *> Ldai ?y. “ d •‘"W** “Feminism **»**«»£ 
advance'themselves economically, psychologically • tiie Pohti^ r economic mid social, equality ^t^e .y 
\ n A MPrin sexes. A Black femmistfights to eliminate racism- 


and idependentlv. N.B.F.O. is ah organization that aeaea. n mack feminist fighte-to elimmafe 
consideis 'itself a parr of the women’s movement, and aex:sm with equal fer vor, 
but-its remain emphasis , is; to/'deal ^with Black 7 
women, to make Black women aware that there / 
are alternatives. Part of their goal is to help Black 
women who have a jotof potential, but haven’t; . 

-learnecf how tb^Use. it' to toeir advantage. Many 7 
Black- women have pre^bncefved ideas; of -what 7! 
feminism" is all about through, reading or hearing - 
- about' the (white) ^women’s movement, and so-, 
there is always some doubt, upon -first hearing . 
about N.B.F.O., as to. the organization’s relevancy.7: 

However, members of N.B.F.O. are trying to make7’ 

Black women understand the meed for such an 
organization. '• •>.'>1 v - 7 ’ *777 ; 

The weekend of Dec. 1,1^73, N.B.F.O. heiditS; 

'first Eastern regional conference on Black feinin-'. 
ism at St John’s .Cathedral,. -NewYork; Over 200 
Black women attended' to hear Congresswoman 
Shirley Chisolm^ Human /Rights .Comimssioner 
Eleanor Holmes Norton and other, outstanding 
Black women, speak'on why they/were there , and 
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Maryinount, John Jay, and the Third World 


by Lucille Colin 


What do you get when cross the women’s groups at Marymount Coll¬ 
ege and John Jay College of Criminal Justice??? ... A third world wom¬ 
en's Conference? I knew it was something I had to go to, but, was I 
‘third world?’ I wasn’ t sure they'd let me in, : then again, surely some 
of the staff at Marymount must be planning to go to a conference their 
school had organized and how many 
‘third.world' nuns did I know? 


I got to the conference at 11:30. 

It had just begun. There were only 
about fifty or sixty women. Not many 
people seemed to know about the con¬ 
ference. However, the small size of 
the conference didn’t effect the en- 
thusiasim of the women there. 

The conference started with an 
opening speech by Audre Lourde. It 
then broke up into two workshops. 

The workshops were conducted on a 
consciousness-raising basis. Some of 
the things discussed in the workshops 


were : a definition of third world 
women; Audre said she felt all wom¬ 
en were third world as all women are 
outside the power structure. She said 
that we are all programmed to hate 
, ourselves as all minority group people 
are. She feels this is the cause, for 
fighting amongst women. One woman 
said.she felt all women were third 
vsorld because all women are taught 
that they can’t'get along without a 
•man. She said that although she was 
black, while growing up she was aL 
ways treated differently than her 
brother. 


One woman expressed her fear of 
black women and of the conference. 
Most of the women there had only 
been in totally white C-R groups and 
conferences. We felt the need to form 
a mixed C-R group. (Anyone inter¬ 
ested call Majority Report and leave 
your name and number: 929-9862.). 

I spoke to some women who'had 
never been to a conference before 
and had never been involved in the 
women’s movement. It was nice that 
they had come. 

The conference ended with a 
social and plans for a second confer¬ 
ence-similar to this one. Sonia 
Roberts, one of the women who plan¬ 
ned the conference would like to hear 
from anyone interested in helping 
with the new one. Her number is 
787-5965. 



anew view 

HUTCHES CORNER . 


There seems to. be a lot of conversation, 
going about, all because a new breed of Te>» 
male- homosexuals have arisen because of the 
Womens Liberation Movement. The position 
being taken by older members of this, choiee 
sect is that of doubt and confusion. This 
should not be. After all, the Butch is and 
always will be, even after the present fad 
is. gone. Because we all know in our hearts 
that the Butch is the real front line fight¬ 
er, I feel we should put our heads together 
and look at this as realistically as possible 

To begin, lets establish a common ground 
for eommtmication by first defining the vord 
Butch. A Butch is the one.that plays an 
aggressive role in a relationship. She 
doesn’t necessarily have to wear a mas¬ 
culine attire, for we all know male clothes 
doesn’t make a person any more skillful in 
the bed. A person is entitled to whatever 
their ego deems necessary for its survival, 
therefor 1 , some Butches find it very coinfo rt 
able to wear them. From a physical point of 
view, I wouldn’t advise anyone to assume 
that everyone she sees in male clothing is 
a Butch, after all, any economically minded 
housewife might wear her husbands pants if 
she can fit into them."- A Butch is usually 
very strong in mind and body, so her stride 
is strong and straight. Some people feel thi 
is a feeling reserved only for men, I quess 
because until now, only men were allowed to 
feel this way. A Butch usually does mas¬ 
culine or very obsolete jobs. Sounds funny, • 
doesn’t it? Well, there are quite a few 
determined people in this world who would 
rather, if their daylight hours had to be 
confining and full of questions about things 
not pertaining to their specific task. That 
night porter is not a Butch and his job is 
somewhat out of the norm, especially for a 
middle class family background. 

A Butch is a disgrace to the female gender. 
Well that’s very peculiar to say; afterall, 
she was the first one to tell man that he 
was not her whole life and she could live 
with out him and make hi* understand com¬ 
pletely what her position was and stood her 
ground. There are probably many more re¬ 
marks that have come out during the years 
in reference to Butches, send me some. 

Lets move on to a few other things 
that seem to make the Butch so unpopular 
to the movement: 


From the sexual side 

BUTCH SEX PARTNER 

Here, there seems to be more disagreement than 
anywhere else. MadLnly because here more females 
can move about freely. NO? Now we will take, the 
first breakdown: 

There are Butches and there are Stone.- Butches. 

1- ’STONE BUTCH’ 

The Stone Butch seems to have a very o>ne- 
sided sexual drive. I’ve heard a few say that 
they ex pect Fearns to just lay back and enjoy 
the sexual act.. All you Femes that just Imy 
back, have you ever really sat back and tinea 
t© find out wh>-? Maybe she wants you so bad 
that she is afl*aid to impose on you for equal 
enjoyment. I can still remember when Butches 
thought they were the only ones that were Gay 
and so, believing that thefr sexual partners 
did not enjoy what they enjoyed. 

Stone Butches wore dildas. In all of my 17 
years as a Butch, I can honestly say I’ve never 
seen a dildo except in movies or in a joke book. 
Plus this, I was under the impression that ene 
recie\ed satisfaction from contact with their 
sex object. Funny reeieving satisfaction from 
something bought from a storet I would ba 
■ore inclined to believe that such items weuld 
be used by a person more male orientated than 
a BUtch, Yes? Botches of this catagory alse, 
aro siippossed to have stretched their clethe* 
to extreme lengths. Well new, I’m inclined to 
believe that if this were possible, a woman 
could eliminate all sexual contact with another. 
They could simply strata* their own. As for 
that male organist they sometimes possess, 
there are scientific studies to prove that 
transvestites are usually heterosexual once 
they find out what sex they belong to. 

2- ’BUTCH’ 

Now we get to the ones that are the real 
victims of cant reverse* ,the plain, ordinary 
BUtch vrfta walks the street every day in a 
very casual manner. Yon know, the one you 
walxetf across the street from because to 
pass her would have caused all sorts of 
problems for your mind and body, well, 


9^ => SOME WHITE WOMEN HAVE A TENDENCY 
^TO THINK ALL BLACK WOMEN ARE BOTCHES 
ONOT REALIZING THEY.HAD TO FIGHT HARD 
EH TO SURVIVE. 

I’ve heard it said that, she 
is just trying to be a Butch 
because some man has done her 


wrong; you know, she was rape- 
by her father or something 
like that. I wonder what hap- 
'pened to all those that wnren" 
Abuse by the opposite sex isn 
the main reason for Btctdkismi. 
Heffiren knows if it were, ther< 
would be many more than there 
arc* You remember that famous 
saying, ’A Butch wants a 
mother, so she goes with 
motherly images. ’ WOW, that 
one really gets it. I can’t, 
remember when my mother lock¬ 
ed like some of the girls 

I’ve had. As a matter of fact.. 
I don’t believe she ever has, 
because of the hurting she 
pert on my rear-end for always 
playing with the fellas. I 
remember the other girls in 
the neighborhood always 
thought that I was giving a- 
way much©) sex because the 
fellas always came to me when 
they had nowhere to go^ and 
wanted to be fmee and real. 
Come to think of it, I just 
interfered with another myth 
that one about the.- fellas 
not wanting to associate with 
or date me. I’m just as pep^ 
ular now as I was them arid 
will always be if my person¬ 
ality stays the same. 

Good at sports? Veil now, 
during my High School 

years there was this girl 
that always managed to beat 
me-. When I saw her net toe 
long ago, (and she is 
still beating me,) she has 
six children and she mar¬ 
ried the star of the male 
basket ball team. 

Veil all-in-all, I 
quess you just have to 
take second best some¬ 
times. I say it sincerely 
because I don’t believe 
yhat I could control six 
children and a man. One 
would really have to go. 

by Donella Stanley (Donnie) 


Send replys- to Donella 
Sisters For Liberation 


c/e 


P.0. Box 263 Bklyn 11217 
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BLACK WOMEN'S LOG: AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR 
AND BY BLACK WOMEN. 1974. Springfield, MA by the 
Sisterhood Alliance. It is the purpose of this 
magazine to summon our strengths and talent, and mov- 
forward as a powerful unit. Through the magazine, 
we hope to facilitate the sharing of thoughts, needs, 
problems, possible solutions, and goals of Black women. 
Our magazine is offered as a resource to increase our 
strength and solidarity, and to develop a new and 
richer appreciation of ourselves and our sisters. 


3^. Angelou, Maya. Gather Together in P*y Name . New fork: Random House, 19 7U} 

Bantam, 1975 

Maya continues her autobiography. Includes story of two lesbians who lived to¬ 
gether and worked as prostitutes in 19U0s. Maya joins in business with them but 
is often derrogatory of them. Illustrates Black attitudes towards lesbians. 
Especially chapters 11, 12,, and 13. 
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A cozy Melbourne living room. The house is mock 
colonial with two cumquat trees in tubs on the patio. 
Mugs of coffee are being handed around, low tempo rock 
music fills the gaps in the small talk. A large female dog 
called Horace sprawls on the carpet. It could be a 
discussion group, a committee meeting, a mothers' club. It 
is, in fact, a social night for homosexual women. 

There can no generalizations about their appearance. 
They are as varied as any gathering of women in any other 
house in Melbourne that evening. 

And that is the whole point There is not a single 
radical, liberated, aggressive butch among them. They are 
the proverbial silent majority of Lesbianism; ordinary 
women with almost nothing in common except their 
^reference for relationships — sexual and otherwise — with 
ople of their own sex. 
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They are part of a group, purposely without a name 
and without a structure, which has been meeting in 
Melbourne for the past six months under the guiding hand 
of Claudia, a small, thin-waisted, long-haired girl, crisp and 
petite and gentle. Every mum's dream is Claudia. Except 
that she loves and lives with Helen and won't pretend 
otherwise. 

"I know from experience that there are hundreds of 
women who are in their 20s and 30s — perhaps even older 
— before they can admit to themselves that they are 
homosexual and who are full of fear and confusion until 
they can talk it out with someone,” Claudia said. 

Continued on Next Page 
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Anonymous. -Black Lesbianism: Reflections." Brown. Sister "1 (1975): 22-26. * 

Process of transition to lesbianism and a stronger sense or „ic 
difficult for the author by political comolexiHes ? f lf was made 
lesbian. Yet, made easier by supportive friends and thp of> being 

she needn-t be a fragmented self due to rice lex or ^ aU ? n that 

are the connecting realities of her life. ’ bianism, for these 
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BLACK LESBIAN 
SPEAKS OUT 



You are supposed to be able to protect yourself. But I did it, 
and I went to jail, 
not because I'm 
just Jane Doe 
walking down the 
street, but because 
I'm Black and 
I'm a gay, 
that's 
right, ^ 
and a 
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Deborah Posey. Printing an interview with 


Torch/La Antorcha: What 
do you think are the basic 
issues behind the attack on 
you and Cynthia? 

Deborah: This Is a case of 
anti-gays attacking gays. 


Torch/La Antorcha: Are 
attacks like this common? 
How often are gay friends of 
yours harassed? 

Deborah: Every day. 
Torch/La Antorcha: What 


forms do these attacks t, 
Deborah: All dlffe 


umo 

kinds. Landlord-tenant 
putes are common; conf 
tat Ions with the police; 
the-job harassment. Soc 
In general seems like 
down on gay people. 

Torch/La Antorcha: 
and Cynthia are flgh 
back against this harj 
ment. What effect do 
think It’s going to have' 
Deborah: What I basic 



BLACK LESBIAN 
SPEAKS 


hope for It to do is to make 
gay people start fighting 
back against this kind of 
stuff. What I hope to accom¬ 
plish Is to bring gays to¬ 
gether and make them re¬ 
alize that we can’t do It our¬ 
selves. It’s a whole class of 
people that’s got to get to¬ 
gether to fight this kind of 
thing. 

Torch/La Antorcha: A 

whole class—what do you 
mean by that? 

Deborah: Working-class 
people, all the people that 
are oppressed. Because If 
we’re separated, we’re just 
one small group trying to 
buck the system. 

Torch/La Antorcha: What 
Is the reaction of the police 
and the Judge to the fact that 
you are gay? 

Deborah: From the begin¬ 
ning, the way the police 
handled the situation was 
what caused It to go as far as 
It did, because they refused 
to prosecute a straight per¬ 
son for attacking a gay 
person. And at the time of 
our arrest, the verbal harass¬ 
ment that we got from the 
police officers was just asi¬ 
nine. Asking my aunt, was 
she funny too? And making 
the statement that gay peo¬ 
ple are always causing trou¬ 
ble. And that you shouldn't 
let people know your busi¬ 
ness, because then you 
wouldn’t have this kind of 
trouble. In other words, keep 
your shit hid in the base¬ 
ment. 

Torch/La Antorcha: Did 

they tell you straight-out 
that they wouldn’t prosecute 
the other people? 

Deborah: Yes. They told 
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HEN we began publishing 
GAYSWEEK three weeks ago, we planned for 
our calendar of events to grow gradually into 
a format that would include reviews, features 
and articles of interest to the entire gay 
community. We thought it best to start out 
with a goal that was realizable: to list, as 
completely as possible, the activities of the 
men and women who make the New York 
gay community what it is. A group of lesbian 
writers meet in a commuriity center; r a ~ *7; 
wrestling club meets in a back room bar. We 
list their activities and the entire spectrum in 
between. And people have told us that we've 
done a damn good job of it so far Of course, 
there aire probably events or groups that we 
haven't covered.- If we havent, it's because 
we didn't know what they were planning. 
Tell us what you're up to. 

But that still ain't news! 

People have been calling and writing, 
asking when we'll start running articles. 
Answer: we're starting now. And once again 
we'll do only what we can do well. We're 
pleased to say that John Alfred Avant, who 
nas contributed work to The New Republic , 
begins/ with this issue, to present his film 
criticism as a regular feature. 

There will be more; other features will be 
added in the coming weeks.. 

. New York's gay publishing scene is littered 
with the carcasses of half-assed, half- ' 
considered,, well-meant publishing ventures. 
The gay . community desperately needs a 
newspaper) not another failure. . 

Yes, GAYSWEEK will: grow; but only at its. 
own pace. £ vf' ‘ 
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GEORGIA BROOKS' is a member oF"Jemiiru»,' r ia gro u p of blackles 
writers. This week the group is sponsoring an evening of poetry read! 
Women's Center in Chelsea; • . 
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... An Evening of 
Poetry Reading 


JEMIMA is an independent writers' work¬ 
shop. Our members are multi-talented women: 
poets, novelists and Journalists. We are a 
newly-formed collective, working together 
since January 1977. 


lesbian 
• lesbians and 
to do with 
total sup- 
11 Black women. 


:ober 1977 


at. 

The Women's Center 
243 West 20th Street 
New York City 


Saturday 


March 12, 1977 
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MEMBERS (in reading order) 

donna allegra 
candy boyce 
georgia brooks 
linda brown 
robin Christian 
beheah fisher 
yvonne flowers 
irare sabasu 
berni smith 

sandra me cutchen 


inspiration 

printer 

moderator/publicity 

graphics 

publicity 

support. 

inspiration 

publicity 

good taste 


support. 

(at the door) 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CALL 

(212) 427-9274 (days -'till 7pm) 
(212) 799-1338 (eves 'till 1am) 


h. Bogus, S. Diane. "Morn de Plume." Lesbian Tide 7:3 (November/December 1977): ^ 
-* 2U-2b. il* 4 

In a letter to her mother, poet-teacher Diane Bogus searches after a self¬ 
definition as the non-biological mother in a lesbian family unit. 
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Ve will assemble between 2 & 3. PM 
on the northwest corner of 
96 th Street and 5th Avenue . 

Then we will proceed to the 
workshop sites. 


candy (212) days FL 1-1200 ext. 177 
- eves. 583-8173 ‘ 

bcrnl (212) 881-2279 eves. 


SEE YOU THERE !!!!1 


ralndate: August 28, 1977 * Sunday 
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^We are looking for material 
from Lesbians from all dif¬ 
ferent ethnic groups. How 
you as an individual Lesbian 
and how other Lesbians in youi 
ethnic group relate to Lesbian 
issues and the rest of life. How 
your origins and the politics and 
aesthetic of your ethnic group 
shapd your consciousness. 
We hope that Dykes who identify 
with this will write about any aspecl 
of their lives which expresses their 
experience of being an ethnic Dyke. 
We are looking for graphic as well 
as written material. We pay for 
everything that we print. 
Deadline: January 30 , 1977 . 
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by S. Diane Bogus 


In the April, 1974 issue of Ebony magazine, in an 
article entitled "Has The Sexual Revolution Bypass¬ 
ed Blacks?" Dr. Robert Staples stated: 

"One of the effects of the sexual revolution is the in¬ 
crease in 'visible' homosexuality. It is one area of the 
changing sexual values that has significant black par¬ 
ticipation. However, the increase in people assuming 
overt gay life styles is largely confined to black males." 
this prefaces his later statement which reads: 

"Despite a black male shortage, relatively, few black 
t women have joined the community of overt lesbians. 

1 But since female homosexuals are not as visible as male 
* homosexuals, the number of black lesbians is difficult 
, to determine. Like the black male homosexual, many 
black lesbians are deeply involved in the white homo- 
sexual community. 

What concerns us is that in this piece. Dr. Staples 
makes three valid, but albeit, naked points*.<fI) that 
there are relatively few overt Black lesbians, (2) that 
that number is difficult to determine, and (3) that of 
those who do exist overtly, many are "deeply involv¬ 
ed in the white homosexual community." 
f? When I first encountered Dr. Staples statements in 
that issue of EbonyXJ was enraged. I was then and 
remain now, an overt Black lesbian of the many with 
whom I associate; I took personal exception to his un¬ 
substantiated claim that'in their smallness of num¬ 
ber, the countable majority of Black lesbians were 
attached to the white homosexual community 
To me, this was not true. If anything, the majority 
of overt Black lesbians were not even susceptible to a 
* counting, not withstanding being categorically mis¬ 
placed. However, my belief that indisposed numbers 
of over t sisters do exist was a moot point if none 
came forwardrSo, I sat and wrote the "letters edi¬ 
tor" at Ebony a firey self-proclamation. 

I wanted the public to be given the chance to con¬ 
sider that one sister, perhaps of many, did not want 
or need the association with group gays, nor the ap¬ 
parent approbation of such an identity. In addition to 
which, I wanted it understood that Dr. Staples' art¬ 
icle was numerically negating, and categorically mis¬ 
placing the lives of many sisters, (and brothers) yet 
unspoken, unspoken for good reason. 

Those reasons hinge primarily on the occasion for 
Dr. Staples' article. It came, of course, as a pu! c e 
beat of the changing sexual attitudes and mores in 
our country. Yet, where homosexuality is concerned 
Dr. Staples' article represents what apoearc *-t-- 
thought of both the white =>- 
large: thero p ~ 1 
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(Re-typed by JR Roberts and Chris Czernik, July 1978, from a 
photo-copy of the original manuscript, which was illegible. The 
original photo-copy is on file at the Archive of Contemporary 
History at the University of Wyoming, Box 3334, Laramie, Wyoming 
82071. Write for permission to quote or reprint.) 


DOUBLE INDEMNITY 

The Negro Lesbian In The 
"Straight" White World 


Hazel Crawley [1923-1978] 

Hazel Crawley was an African American Lesbian 
She lived in Brooklyn, New York where she worked 
as a writer, performer, and craftsperson. Her 
published works and photographs of her are in the 
Lesbian Herstory Archives Collection. 


Copyright 1991 Lesbian Heratory Educational Foundation. Inc. 
PO Box 1258. New York , NY 10116 212-874-7232 
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Eleanor Hunter 
Sociology 290 
(Dr. Cayton) 
December 9, 1969 
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presents 

BLACK LESBIANS 

t&ed Biography 

S^W R Roberts 

. „ 112 pages 
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ISBN 0-930044-21-5 
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west side wom en 

By GINNY 

Gay Wornen*s West Side had one of the 
most stimulating and controversial evenings 
in recent memory on November 6 when Betty 
Powell and Gwendolyn Weindling joined us 
for a discussion on ‘‘Racism in the Lesbian 
Cotmunity. M I believe it is safe to say 
that no one walked out of that discussion 
with a neutral feeling about the experi¬ 
ence. 

The purpose of the discussion was pre¬ 
sented as an effort to open a dialogue be¬ 
tween Third World and white lesbians. This 
objective was only partly realized* I felt 
that many of the white women who partici¬ 
pated were intimidated by the righteous an- 
ggi* expressed by our Third World sisters. 
This feeling of intimidation led to anger 
on the part of soae women who felt that 
Betty and Gwendolyn were interested only in 
their own agenda and did not wish to engage 
in a true dialogue. Anger can be a con¬ 
structive emotion. However, 1 saw little 
inclination on the part of many of the 


white women present (myself included) to 
challenge the assumptions and assertions of 
our Third World sisters. For that reason I 
feel responsibility for the lack of dia¬ 
logue must be shared by everyone. 

The second point I wish to raise with my 
Third World sisters is that while X under¬ 
stand their anger frow both an historic and 
contemporary perspective, I question wheth¬ 
er it is appropriate or constructive to fo¬ 
cus it on white lesbians. After all, as 
women we share many, though clearly not 
all, of the oppressions perpetrated by the 
straight, white, male power structure. In 
short, we have more in common as women than 
we have differences based on race or eth¬ 
nicity. We clearly, have much to gain by 
peeling our energy, talents and ideas and- 
much to lose if we fall into the age-old 
divide and conquer trap. -* 

Each woman who reads this column will 
respond in her own way based on her indi¬ 
vidual experiences and beliefs; whether you 
agree or disagree I hope you will join us 
if we are able to present "Racism in the 
Lesbian Community, Part 2" in January or 
February. 


west side women 

By GINNY 

In this first West Sider of the new year 
and decade, I'd like to mention some of the 
special evenings women have shared at WSDG 
recently and those we're looking toward. 

Our Halloween Party and Thanksgiving 
Dinner-Dance both continued well into the 
evening--a sign of the good time we all 
had. While many women are to be thanked 
for their work and participation in these 
events, I'd like to give a special thank- 
you to Sam and Dennis of MCC, who were ex¬ 
ceptionally gracious and helpful with the 


Thanksgiving festivities. 


T>n January 22 Gwendolyn Weindling (and 

perhaps another co-leader) will join me for 
part 2 of "Racism in the Lesbian Communi¬ 
ty." Based on the reactions to the begin¬ 
ning of our dialogue on this issue, I'm 
sure a great many women will Join us this 
evening as we move the discussion to a much 
eeper level this time around. 




If you like to party—and don't we all 
at least once in a while—keep February 12 
open. We're planning a Valentine's Day So¬ 
cial; Fran, who kept us dancing ail night 
at our last two parties, will be our DJ 
again. 


1 * 18 © ancf feeyond... 




































NATIONAL BLACK LESBIAN CONFERENCE 


From October 17th to 19th, 1980* two 
hundred' black lesbians from eight differ¬ 
ent states met at the-San Francisco Wom¬ 
en’s building for {'he First. Black Lesbian 
Conference. Becoming Visible was the 
theme of this gathering, which focused on 
the Western regional states. The 'Confer- 
■ ence Committee,. *eight incredibly dedicated 
women, held benefits.and met regularly for 
nearly a year to plan this landmark event.' 

They did a magnificent job. Everything 
was extremely well organized, from- the 
shuttles meeting women at the airport. 

(some run by gay men), to the on-site 
child care and vegetarian lunch, provided 
by non-rblack women, the striking confer¬ 
ence posters and T-shirts, sold in the 
vendors area, and the hospitable housing. 

Saturday morning, in addition to the 
two excellent keynote speakers listed on 
the attractive programs, an extra treat v 
was the appearance of Angela Davis. From, 
all three addresses, and the workshops 
which followed, several important themes 
emerged which participants gave a great 
deal of.thought and discussion. 

1 One was the concept of internalized 
racism, and how it has kept us from res¬ 
pecting ourselves and each other. The 
significance of class differences was 
another. Heavily stressed were the dan¬ 
gers of a compartmentalized seif-image 
(.seeing oneself as primarily black, female 
or lesbian, and not as a whole person); 

While a strong call was made for unity 
among ourselves, suggestions were>also 
offered for utilizing other organizations. 
Becoming Visible came to mean not only our 
visibility to others, but also to each ‘ 
other,•through networking within the 
black lesbian community. 

A total of twenty-one workshops ; 
covered relationships, family, health, 
the arts, employment, an'd politics. 

Some which drew especially large turnouts 
were Interracial Relationships,: Black 
Women and Feminism, and How to Survive 
in Predominantly White Organizations. 

The atmosphere in all of them was support¬ 
ive, positive, and respectful of differ- ' 
ences, providing safety for a surprising 
degree of personal openness. (Also sur¬ 
prising was the diversity of the partic¬ 
ipants' abilities—giving, the impression 
that the skills to do any and everything 
were right in that building.)' . 
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dances of Lambert 
Hill, and mus ic of Gwen Avery f^olibwedEr^^^^^^p. 
' Casselberry and Dupree were’well 
waiting for; • •_.£ j 

I am very grateful to -all -of‘ 
groups who helped make it possible 
me to attend. Philadelphia area 
. lesbians who couldn’t make it to -the 
Francisco weekend—your, chancer is ' 

around the. corner. . January 16th to 18tb^fe@^^ 
the Eastern Regional Black Lesbian 'Conf er^Vif^jri 
'ence will take place in New York. ' Donf 
miss it! • 

.TEE EASTERN 'REGIONAL BLACK LESBIAN 'I' 

CONFERENCE(open to all. women)',wiVL,he . 7. "'v 
held January 16-18, 1981 in N.I.' Write... - s -i. 

CVOBW Conference',- 6/6 Johnson, 

41st Ave. ,■ Apt.. D43, Jackson .Et 
NX 11337. Registration,. $IS^ at dfror* ;• .• .... 


(Editor 's Note: Becky Birtha. and 
Giovanni's Room (12th & Pine) are 
preparing a booklist of black ’and 
third world materials currently 
available for mid-January, publica¬ 
tion. )- ' 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY ON BLACK-WOMEN 


'>yr-p>£gi 
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1. The Black Woman 

edited by Toni Cade (Barbara),/:ri^ 

2. Tomorrow’s' Tomorrow: The Black Woman 

by Joyce; Ladner • 

3. Beautiful. Also Are the Souls o £-My 

Black. Sisters ! - . .. • . ■ : ' .• 

. .by Jeanne'Noble . . ■ 

4. Together Black Women" .... 7 

•" by_ Inez Smith Reid — 

5. American Black. Women'.in the Arts .arid J., \ 
Social. Sciences (bibliography! T ~7~ 

-edited by. Ora Williams ? 

6. Images-of Afro-American Women (bib 1 ib- : .:^y 

graphy) ' - - .— 

edited by 
7- Black Women 


L.M. Collins , „ "t - - 1 
’s Studies ''. •' ' 


— 8 .~ 


9. 


(Forthcoming from- the . Feminist Pres 
..editfed...By" B.- 'Smith and C.'. Hull tf. 

• Black~Eyed^usansnand~fl idnigh t : ^>^:p^^ , :bC^j 


Birds 


•• by Mary Helen 


Keeping The Faith (anthology 
black women’s -ppfetrjri ‘ 
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Committee for the Visibility 
of the Other Black Woman: 

The J3lack Lesbian 


PRESENTS A BENEFIT FOR 


becoming visible 

the black lesbian conference 

OCTOBER 1980 

Conflicts In The Black Lesbian Community 


CR0SS CULTURAL CONHJCTS Afro American UsbianWh. Afro 
yCarribean Lesbian Woman, and the Af r0 

CLASSISM TfwOsItege C^greedTrsWanX and the non-Degreed or Self Taught 

AGEISM Older Lesbians and Younger Lovers. 

IDENTITIES Lesbian,. Fe mm . s , 


Sooners. and Women 


May 31 7.00PM First Unitarian Church 

, nil DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN 

50 Monroe Place, on corner of PierreDont Street 

-2 34 5 Trains to Boro Hal I or A Train to High Stre^ 


DONATION $5.00 


FOR INFO CONTACT: 


WOMEN ONLY 

L. PINSON 
J. CRAY 
c. BROOKS 


(212) 982 - 6280 
(212) 860 - 4936 
(201) 795 - 1794 
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Black lesBian study qroup 

FOR WOMEN OF COLOR 

At the Lesbian Herstory Archives 
Starting WEDNESDAY January 7,1981 at 6 : 30 P M. 

Facilitated by BROOKS 

There will be discussions, guest speakers and discussions of books 

Topics will include: the necessity of a Black Lesbian Study Group* 

Self-love, feminism & sisterhood, publishing, health. 

Black Lesbian Herstory, theatre, writing, music 
and more. 



NO FEE 


For more information call: 874-7232 or (201)795-1794 (o.k. to call late. 


SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

FOR BLACK LESBIAN RESEARCH 

* no guarantee 

certain people from other races sexes or ’ rapcct Siren 

My no guarantee Hast wa or our „ 't Thm « «■ 

~ Cr “ ,c “«* »d Third Worfd l«bia„ lih " 8r °“ ps 
_r«dy existing lesbian, gay, andwZlt l?" d archiv «i add to the al- 
methodical searches of Black wnm * S arc ilvcs collections 
scrip, collections for reievant iesbTa " dnT^ in Black ard,iv “ «d many- 
d-«tes, and unpublished wri i„g d ° CUmcms in U >« form oflet.ers 

Cil ! es ° mCn S dUbS and mini * s °cietics existing in large U.S 

~ w rite your life sl0 ry 

S; C ind " dUd ~ ~~ letters, diaries, journals, u„. 

-collect artid«^nd new cHpptaa P n 10l ° Eraphs snd drawings 

ab0U ‘ B ' aCk " rr ° m “ ,e 

TSSr Black tebi ^ 

-keep biograph^'fdcs'on'in'dirtdu^Bi' 5 ^ >nd UnpuWisl >'d 
_activists, writers, etc. * Black lcsbi *« musicians, poets, artists, 

chrng r c^m l ovemcnU^ d ivi| 0 "i^^ d g|" a ^pP^ a ^ «■*-» to various social 

World ,esbia„’a nd 

« such eariier mounts 
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\ Demetrjus ' D,rec tor and ^Producer, is Co-Director of U-People 
She has worked for the Lucy Awards program that recognizes 
outstanding achievements in photography. Her work includes 
conducting interviews of outstanding individuals such as Jerry 
c atzberg, Susan Calhoun-Moss, Charlie Moss, Barney Melsky all to 
onor advertising legend Howard Zeiff. As a part of a program which 
iona lack Programming Consortium and LOGO MTV Networks 
have teamed up to provide, Olive Demetrius has been provided the 
opportunity to assist the production and creative departments at 
LOGO There she has served as camera operator for the New Now 
Next shoot featuring Annie Lenox, The Big Gay Sketch Show and a 
a i ac promo. Olive Demetrius' work in documentary includes 
s ooting on location in Caracas, Venezuela during the filming of 
Bringing Venezuela Back. This piece focused on the World Festival of 
outh and Students. Her work has been screened throughout New 
York City at Brecht Forum, The Cantor Film Center, and MNN. 


Tanika Harbor 

Website: www.tanikaharbor.com 

Part Actress/Part Goddess/Healer/Poet/Activist, this visionary artist 
studied Theater and Africana Studies in undergrad, where her work, 
both as performer/writer were infused with "Art as Activism for Social 
Change and Empowerment." She went on to pursue her Master of Fine 
Arts in Acting. Her work is now layered with themes/issues related to 
Race, Gender, Womanist thought, LGBT issues, & the Spiritual duality of 
Black Womyn's Sexuality. After a long sebbatical, she is happy to be 
returning home to Art and currently working on her one-woman show, 
entitled, "Make Me Wanna Holla'/Re-writing an Obituary" and a piece 
entitled, "They told me Heaven wasn't for Homos" 


KAZ...Comedian/Dancer and Community Activist, New York KAZ delivers 
her positive messages through art, as she is also serves as the Director 
of Circle of Voices Inc. She will be the opening act for DC- Black Pride's 
Sophisticated Ladies Productions Host party Memorial Day Weekend 
2010. Kaz performed her comedy routine "Let's Talk 40 & more... at 
"Women's Week 2009 in Provincetown, MA, and designed the set for 
"The Family" (written & produced by Ms. Mistah Productions) a play 
about a Non-Conventional family at The Producers Club, New 
York, December 2009. She has served on the Board of Directors for 
Black Pride NYC, Brooklyn Pride, Brooklyn Community Pride Center and 
was requested to serve as Co-Chair of Economic Development for the 
former Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Field's LGBT Advisory 
Committee. Circle of Voices Inc. is a LGBT- all orientations arts 
presentational organization. 

www.circleofvoicesinc.org or www.facebook/circleofvnirpsinr mm 
Bookings: www.facebook/nvkaz.rnm 
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KERSTORY 



- J T JF. i-W 

to work ou/th^deeper vision of to^undertakina^cf 3 regular basis 
group undertook was to send off a news relpacp t^n ° f tbe first tasks toe 
lesbian, feminist and gay publications annr, e3Se ° 3 of the then existing 
undertaking. This was a testing of the watP^f In ^ fbe 9 round breaking 
sha«i„ ourv(slon Thea “ n w =°” h s e “ '**■*seejf thecommunity 9 

LHA published its first free newsletter V S ’ a d 10 the next year, 1975, 


A Brief History 

mostly gay, 

had participated in the liberation mnl ^ Un,Versity of New York and 
Gay Academic Union (SET DeZ !T T "* ° f the ' 96 ° S ' founded the 


As was common in the earlv lQ 7 nc oftar „ 

several of the women decided thev neadaH V6ar ° f WOrkin9 to 9 eth er, 

' ccfnsdou^ness- raising*g 9 roups w* n ' T™ 9 ^SlTwT 9 ^ *° 
included Joan Nestle and De^o^ahEdaT^ ^ °T ° f them ’ which 
Lesbian Herstory Archives At one : b ?l e the foundin 9 site of the 
Joan Nestle, who had rnln’t K meeting in 1974, Julia Stanley and 

talked about the precariousness of'lesban Shire and h° n M ° Vement ’ 
our past culture was seen nniw , D an . cultur e and how so much of 

Sahli Cavallo and Pamela Oline wittfh P f narchal eyes • Deborah Edel, 
feminism to political lesbianism, joined in and'thuTa 9 ^ leSbian ’ 
born - a grassroots Lesbian archives d ’ h ’ COncept was 


In Amerika they Call Us Dykes: 
Lesbian Lives in the 1970s 

Spring Series & Fall Festival 

the Centerfor 

long event/conference/ festival of ll<th' 'bolding a weekend 
scholarship, discussion T™' ^ 
October 8 to Sunday October 1 nth tk f Fnday ’ 
experience, memory, and scholarshiptn 6Vent Wl " Cal1 upon 
possible the broad and widp arsh,p to re P r esent as fully as 
1970s. . and wide experi ence of lesbians during the 

CLAGS Lesbians in the 70s Series with ~~ 



Introduce and educate a broader audience about a 
crucial aspect of post-war American history 

illuminate th e contributions of 
esbians in the 1970s whose work was instrumental 

identity eVe ° Pment ° f 3 modern femin ist and LGBT 

Nurture current hist ° nC a| research on women and 
Lesbianism during this particular era. 

Pq 7 o 9 ^ CU u rent mult| disciplinary scholars of the 
1970s, lesbianism, and feminism. 

Shnt! i an 0r i 9inal anthol °gy of older work and new 

Sofahd^ow 6 "° rk ° n l6Sbia " r "“ ,he 


quf Hjyqfl 
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Jr-V* V»" Shawn(la) Smith is an Archivist, and Young Adult Rsfemnnn 

*Vv*e£- 

V 


Shawn(ta) Smith is an Archivist, and Young Adult Reference 

Central Branch Br °°p lyn Bublic Librar V at the Grand Army Plaza 
?nH c a? f a?’ • 3 Coordinator at the Lesbian Herstory Archives 

(CLAGsfaHhPruMvn Center for LeSbian and Gay Studies 
(OLAGS) at the CUNY Graduate Center. 

RiTprJof^ equi,ibrium as a Producer and collective member of 
wnwf n f r H -?^ y ’ 3 women and trans-of-color monthly Cabaret at 
afe Tbeater Smith is also a blogger and creative writer 
currently working on commissions about Librarianship ^tunar ' » 
Archiving, and Lesbian Young Adult Fiction. ’ 

nfrprtor° b ? inin ^ her Bachelor ’ s degree, Smith was co-founder and 
?nS f a ward-winnmg organization, Sister Outsider, (2000- 

rni?f i named f ° r Audre Lorde ’ s book of essa V s and Poem, a 
tn Hp 0rgani f atl0n that employed self-supporting young women 
to develop social justice projects and earn living wages in Ea”? 

latbush Brooklyn.; was a founding member of FIERCE a lesbian 
bisexual, g ay and transsexual youth activist organization in NYC- ’ 

SpH 3S T 9 memb6r ° f YA ’ YA Ne twork, a network for NYC- 
based youth organizations. ° 
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